
Brief comments to the changes of  the ARDF Rules, 2015 to 2016
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Current valid versions of the IARU Region 1 ARDF Rules are as follows:
Part A: 2015 (approved at the IARU Region 1 General Conference 2014, valid from January 1st, 2015)

Part B: 2016 (approved at the 37th IARU Region 1 ARDF WG Plenary Meeting 2015, valid from January 1st, 2016)

Part B - (changes against the last published version, i.e. V2015)

1. The whole Appendix 5 (start list preparation) is deleted 

Note: the defined algorithm is very complicated and sometimes even illogical. Its usage does not bring any 
advantage. The (fully functional) drawing procedure is already completely described in paragraph 17.
Consequences: - the start list drawing will be MUCH simpler and easier

- societies with less than 3 competitors in a category can allocate them to any group 
(early, middle, late) they want
- no  more parallel starts which are always considered in a very negative way

17.6 Competitors from the same society and category may not start at the same time or consecutively. If they are drawn 
to start consecutively, the next competitor shall be inserted between them.

S2.3     : Competitors from the same category may not start at the same time in the sprint competition. (the  whole point 
deleted)

F17.6.  Competitors from the same category may not start at the same time in the foxoring competition. (the  whole point 
deleted)

Note: After deleting Appendix 5, this situation is not possible any more.

2. Sprint transmitters setup

S6.5 (new wording) Field transmitters have no flags and their registration devices stands are painted in red and white 
stripes. The finish beacon is equipped with at least two registering devices, especially if acting as the spectator 
control as well.  The spectator control and the beacon are equipped with flags. Registering devices shall be 
placed not more than 1 m away from the antenna.

Note: more logical wording. As the red/white stands are less visible than flags, they should be closer to the antenna.

S6.6 new paragraph: The antenna grounding system shall be symmetrical around the vertical radiator to ensure 
precise aiming to the antenna.

Note: common 1-radial counterpoise significantly deviates the aiming towards the end of the counterpoise in the vicinity of
the transmitter.

Current paragraphs S6.6 and 6.7 shall be renumbered to S6.7 and S6.8

3. Recommended frequency allocation for the 3,5 MHz ARDF competitions

T2.6 Channel spacing between simultaneously working transmitters 20 kHz minimum

T2.7 Recommended frequency allocation for the 3,5 MHz ARDF competitions

                          classic                                 sprint                                   foxoring              
3510 kHz TX 1...5 TX 1, 1F, 2, 2F
3540 kHz TX 1...5 spectator (S) TX 3, 3F, 4, 4F
3570 kHz TX 1F...5F TX 5, 5F
3600 kHz beacon beacon beacon

Note: unified frequencies allow competitors to mark just 4 channels once for all competitions.

Current paragraph T2.7 shall be renumbered to T2.8.

4. Different frequencies for the foxoring transmitters

FT2.9 It is recommended that at least neighbouring field transmitters operate at different frequencies.

Note: this removes the interference between nearby transmitters. In addition, it calls for better technical skill of 
competitors (foxoring on a single frequency is very easy, easier than orienteering itself).

5. Misprints and redundant and illogical wording corrections (no meaning change)

20.7 Number of transmitters and course lengths assigned to particular categories:



Category number of transmitters effective course length

W19 4 + finish beacon 6…8 km

W21 4 + finish beacon 7…9 km

W35 4…5 + finish beacon 6…8 km

W50 3…4 + finish beacon 5…7 km

W60 3…4 + finish beacon 4…6 km

M19 4 + finish beacon 8…10 km

M21  5 + finish beacon 9…12 km

M40 4 + finish beacon 8…10 km

M50 4…5 + finish beacon 6…8 km

M60 3…4 + finish beacon 5…7 km

M70 3…4 + finish beacon 4…6 km

Note: as the courses for particular categories shall be different, the only possibility for M19,W19,M40 and W21 categories
are 4 transmitters

30.1 The place of an individual competitor depends on (first) the number of transmitters found and (second) his or her 
running time. Only transmitters which are scored for the particular category are considered. Competitors who have 
failed either to find any transmitter other than the finish beacon or who have exceeded the time limit, shall not be 
classified. (misprint)

F23.3 The competition map shall cover the whole competition area including start, finish beacon and all transmitters. The 
map start (the point where competitors obtain the maps), nominal positions of all transmitters assigned to the 
particular category, finish beacon and the finish corridor shall be clearly marked on the map. The start is marked by
a triangle (symbol 701), all transmitters by a circle (symbol 702), the finish corridor by a dashed line (symbol 705) 
and the finish by two concentric circles (symbol 706). (unambiguity)


